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EL.Q.Q&- .DEBATE

SENATOR JANSSEN: T h a n k  you, S e nator C o o r d s e n  and m e m b e r s  of the
body. I'm...I b e lieve in state fairs. I b e l i e v e  in county 
fairs. I think it's an i n s t i t u t i o n  that has b e e n  w i t h  us for 
generations. A n d  those p e o p l e  that w o r k  n ot only at the State 
Fair bu t  those t hat w o r k  at the cou n t y  fairs are tireless
workers. T h ey're p aid nothing. T h e y  w o r k  four, five days out 
of the year. T h e y're e l ected to the cou n t y  Fair B o a r d  and all 
they do is...is w o r k  for t h o s e  few days, b u t . . .but it's 
something that they really en j o y  d o i n g  and it's a t r a d i t i o n  and 
it's u s u a l l y  pas s e d  on from one g e n e r a t i o n  to the other. And 
the State Fair is that w ay also. I see S e n a t o r  V r t iska out 
there every time I go to the State Fair, I d o n ' t  k n o w  ho w  many 
years. He's almost an i n s t i t u t i o n  out there. We had the
o ppo r t u n i t y  here a few weeks ago to r e v i t a l i z e  t hat fairgrounds 
and we pass e d  that up. Ri g h t  now, there are h o r s e  races going 
on, I believe, at the State Fair as we speak. A m  I right, 
Senator Vrtiska? J ust n o d  your head. I b e l i e v e  there are races 
going on there now. If not, t h e y  will be in a few weeks.
Anyway, if we w o u l d  have got s lot mac h i n e s  at t h o s e  racetracks,
let me tell yo u  something, yo u  wo u l d n ' t  be here w o r r y i n g  about 
whether the build i n g s  are f a l l i n g  down. T hat w o u l d  have 
re vitalized t hat industry. W i t h  that, th a n k  y ou for the time. 
That was just a few things t hat I w a n t e d  to say and I will be 
supporting committee amendments. Th a n k  you. Senator
Wickersham, I'd g ive yo u  the r est of my time.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Senator Wickersham, yo u  have three minutes.

SENATOR WICKERSHAM: Th a n k  you, Mr. President. Members, I want
to be brief. I do support the committee a m e n dments to Senator 
We hrb ei n's  bill. We are u n d e r g o i n g  chan g e  at the State Fair 
operations. I think that the b i l l  is a p p r o p r i a t e  in light of 
the kinds of changes that w e ' r e . . .we're going through. The size 
of board that we wo u l d  h ave if this bill p a s s e s  is appropriate 
for the organization. The b o a r d  t hat we have n o w  of 29 persons 
is not able to e f f ectively m e e t  and make d e c i s i o n s  as a board. 
Much of the autho r i t y  has b een n e c e s s a r i l y  d e l e g a t e d  to an Exec 
Board. I d o n ' t  h ave any complaint** about that, but the kind of 
board that we w o u l d  create w i t h  this amend m e n t  can work 
ef fectively as in the aggre g a t e  to mana g e  the State Fair. All


